
Ben	Bradley	MP's	weekly	update

Some	brilliant	local	news	this	week!
Another	packed	week	full	of	local	and	national	issues	and
announcements!	And	of	course	a	weekend	for	contemplation	as	we
mark	Armistice	Day.
	
It	was	brilliant	to	head	into	the	weekend	last	week	with	the
announcement	that	Mansfield	will	benefit	from	Arts	Council	funding
of	£811,000,	with	a	local	theatre	taking	a	big	chunk	of	that
investment!
	
I	also	visited	Woodhouse	Colts	JFC	to	learn	about	what's	involved
with	running	a	local	football	club.	I	discovered	that	they'd	had	a
spate	of	antisocial	behaviour	that	was	costing	the	club	both	money
and	time	to	deal	with,	so	I	made	a	small	donation	in	the	hope	we	can
drum	up	some	more	support	for	this	fantastic	club.
	
I'm	also	pleased	to	introduce	the	Conservative	candidate	for	Mayor
of	Mansfield	District	Council,	Cllr	Andre	Camilleri.	Andre	brings	years
of		experience	as	a	Councillor	and	I'm	looking	forward	to	working
with	him	on	his	campaign	leading	up	to	the	election	next	year.
	
Nationally,	I	continued	to	push	the	levelling-up	and	devolution
agenda	for	the	East	Midlands	from	Westminster,	having	a	meeting
with	both	Michael	Gove	and	the	Prime	Minister	on	Tuesday	which
was	a	great	opportunity	to	talk	all	things	Mansfield	and
Nottinghamshire.
	
I'm	also	pleased	to	see	our	Home	Secretary	this	week	speak	on	the
return	to	common	sense	policing,	ensuring	that	our	police	officers
are	trained	up	to	tackle	REAL	crime	and	don't	have	to	go	to
university	first	to	do	so!
	
There's	loads	more	to	read	below,	including	my	contribution	in	the
Commons	on	the	small	boats	crisis	and	as	always,	my	weekly	column
at	the	end.

Ways	to	keep	in	touch	
Click	to	follow	and	subscribe…

If	you're	a	constituent,	join	the	private	Facebook
group	here!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/480853855751055
file:///var/www/html/public/www.facebook.com/benbradleymansfield
file:///var/www/html/public/www.twitter.com/bbradley_mans
file:///var/www/html/public/www.instagram.com/benbradleymp
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4ciCyjxiMP0N3INKsavHew
https://www.tiktok.com/@benbradleymp


Remembrance	Day
A	privilege	to	attend	the
ceremony,	parade	and	two
minutes	silence	at	Vision	West
Notts	College	on	Friday,
remembering	those	who	gave
their	tomorrow	for	our	today.
	
As	the	Principal	Andrew	Cropley
said,	for	many	of	us	and	the
young	people	from	the
Uniformed	Protective	Services
course	here	at	the	college	who
took	part	in	today's	parade,	the
impact	and	realities	of	war	have
never	been	more	real	or	visible
in	the	world.

Can	I	thank	every	one	of	these
young	people	for	their
dedication	and	commitment	to
public	service.



Arts	funding	for	Mansfield!
Fab	news	last	week	that	Mansfield	has	been	awarded	Arts	Council
funding	to	support	local	assets	like	the	theatre	and	museum	over	the
coming	years!	
	
Unanima	Theatre	:	£232,000
Mansfield	District	Council	-	My	Mansfield	:	£579,304

Read	more	on	the	details
here

https://www.benbradleymp.com/news/ben-bradley-mp-welcomes-ps811304-conservative-government-funding-level-access-arts-and?fbclid=IwAR1Am8uSh43HutDHJx7AcjrF_Ex2Az2WvL2ZtlkO7PUS8jHzBBpXS8IHl_o


Our	candidate	for	Mansfield	DC
Mayor
Last	weekend	Mansfield	Conservative	Members	met	to	select	their
preferred	candidate	to	contest	the	upcoming	election	for	a	new
Mayor,	to	lead	Mansfield	District	Council	from	2023.

Following	a	selection	meeting	and	presentations	from	three
shortlisted	candidates,	Members	chose	Cllr	Andre	Camilleri	as	their
candidate,	with	the	aim	of	ending	decades	of	Labour	and
Independent	leadership	of	the	District	Council.	The	Association	and
Local	Members	would	like	to	extend	their	thanks	to	all	of	the
applicants,	who	each	did	a	fantastic	job	and	brought	an	awful	lot	of
strengths	to	the	table.

Andre	is	a	highly	experienced	local	Councillor,	having	been	the
Cabinet	Member	for	Public	Safety	at	MDC	going	back	over	a	decade.
More	recently,	he	has	represented	Mansfield	South	on
Nottinghamshire	County	Council	since	May	2021,	where	he	also	sits
on	the	Police	and	Crime	Panel	and	acts	as	Deputy	Cabinet	Member
for	Finance.	Andre	has	run	a	number	of	successful	businesses	locally.
He	has	also	acted	as	Chairman	of	local	charities	such	as	D.A.R.E
(Lifeskills	Education)	and	Making	It	Enterprises.
	
I	know	that	Andre	would	provide	that	drive,	would	hold	the	Council	to
account	to	deliver	on	its	promises,	and	would	work	with	our	team	to
join	the	dots	with	County	and	national	politicians	to	get	things	done.

The	poll	will	take	place	on	May	4th	2023,	alongside	the	election	of
new	local	Councillors	on	Mansfield	District	Council.

Read	more	here

https://www.chad.co.uk/news/politics/battle-lines-drawn-as-conservatives-unveil-mansfield-mayoral-candidate-3908208?fbclid=IwAR3X91Dj3zXG7effxGShhnD8uiBUhDeWDQQG2ZikZmvIt3wyNBMnnrQTPP8


Support	your	local	football	club	
Fantastic	to	drop	in	to	Woodhouse	Colts	JFC	over	the	weekend	to
meet	the	Committee,	including	Jamie	who	dropped	me	an	email	a
few	weeks	ago.	We	spoke	about	the	amazing	time	and	effort	that
goes	in	to	running	a	club	like	this,	as	well	as	the	costs	and	how	they
can	be	made	worse	sadly	by	antisocial	behaviour	and	criminal
damage	on	site.

It's	a	pleasure	to	be	able	to	contribute	even	a	small	amount	to	try
and	help,	and	of	course	I'll	try	to	open	some	doors	to	other	support
too.

Could	you	help?	Are	you	involved	in	a	business	or	do	you	know
individuals	who	are	able	to	contribute	either	their	time	or	through
sponsorship	to	support	hundreds	of	local	kids	to	play	football?	If	so,
let	me	know	and	I'll	put	you	in	touch	(or	of	course	you	can	contact
the	club	direct).

If	you	fancy	doing	a	refereeing	course	you	could	actually	top	up	your
own	income	too,	as	you	can	get	up	to	£40	a	game	to	blow	the
whistle.	Supporting	a	few	games	at	the	weekends	as	a	ref	could	be	a
real	financial	boost	in	these	challenging	times.	Again,	get	in	touch	if
you're	interested.

Great	to	meet	everyone	and	thanks	for	the	invite.

Watch	my	video	here

https://fb.watch/gFRWMHsufL/


Mansfield	business	roundtable
I	dropped	in	to	Il	Rosso	in	Mansfield	this	week	to	meet	with	Barclays
Business	UK	and	local	businesses,	to	talk	about	the	short	term
challenges	of	rising	costs,	and	also	the	longer	term	opportunities	of
some	of	the	major	projects	we	have	going	on	like	STEP	Fusion	or
devolved	funding	for	skills	and	economic	development.

Fabulous	food	and	a	really	good	conversation!	Lots	to	take	away	and
discuss	with	Ministers	in	the	days	and	weeks	ahead.

Friends	of	Bellamy	coffee	morning
On	Wednesday	I	went	to	see	Friends	of	Bellamy	to	talk	about	their
work	in	organising	and	supporting	the	community	on	the	estate,	as
well	as	about	some	of	the	challenges	we	need	to	tackle.	Always	a
please	to	visit	and	talk	through	these	things,	so	really	appreciate	the
invite!

Part	of	the	community?	Join
here

https://www.facebook.com/groups/754607248596531


Visiting	the	home	of	fusion	energy
Amazing	to	visit	the	home	of	fusion	energy	at	Culham	this	week	with
the	UK	Atomic	Energy	Authority,	where	we've	been	learning	more
about	the	technology	that	has	lead	us	to	our	amazing	STEP	Fusion
announcement	recently.

We've	secured	a	£20	BILLION	pound	investment	to	make	North	Notts
the	home	of	this	research	and	to	create	a	new	commercially	viable
power	plant	for	fusion	technology.
	
We	saw	the	JET	programme	and	other	predecessors	to	STEP,	and	met
some	fab	Apprentices	going	through	the	system	here.

One	of	the	first	benefits	of	STEP	will	be	a	new	Apprenticeship
programme	based	in	North	Notts.	So	exciting!

We	were	with	Channel	4	filming	for	a	short	project	that	will	air	in	a
few	weeks.	Look	forward	to	sharing	it	with	you.

Read	more	on	this	here

Levelling-up	meeting	with	Michael
Gove

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/site-of-uks-first-fusion-energy-plant-selected


It	is	always	a	pleasure	to	be	invited	to	talk	about	the	exciting
Levelling	Up	Agenda	we	have	been	developing	in	Nottinghamshire,
particularly	with	the	man	who’s	job	it	is	to	progress	that	agenda!
	
During	the	meeting	we	covered	a	lot	of	subjects	from	the	Devolution
Deal	to	STEP	Fusion	and	the	Levelling	Up	and	Regeneration	Bill.	It
was	good	to	get	into	the	detail	of	these	projects	and	what	they	mean
for	our	region	with	Michael	who	is	not	only	passionate	about
Levelling	Up	but	has	been	key	in	progressing	these	projects	through
his	previous	stint	as	Secretary	of	State	for	Levelling	Up.
	
I	am	luckily	in	quite	a	unique	position	as	being	both	a	Council	Leader
and	Member	of	Parliament	means	I	am	able	to	feedback	to
government	on	a	daily	basis	about	these	projects	and	then	go	away
and	make	the	changes	necessary	to	action	these	projects.	Through
this	unique	dual	role,	I	have	managed	to	help	secure	billions	in
funding	for	our	region	and	kickstart	some	really	exciting	projects
such	as	our	STEP	Fusion	reactor	at	West	Burton.
	
I	would	like	to	thank	Michael	for	meeting	with	me	today	and	I	look
forward	to	pushing	forward	with	the	Levelling	Up	Agenda	in
Nottinghamshire.

Watch	a	short	video	here

Notts	County	Council	votes	for
devolution	deal	&	a	chance	to	talk
about	how	we	fund	public	services
with	the	Minister…
Over	the	moon	that,	following	the	Extraordinary	Meeting	of	Full
Council	last	week	to	discuss	our	devolution	deal,	Councillors	agreed
to	progress	to	public	consultation	and	spoke	at	length	about	the
opportunities	of	the	deal.	The	vote	was	56	in	support,	2	abstentions,
0	against.	Good	stuff!
	
In	the	next	few	week's	we're	launching	a	consultation	to	get	your
views	on	the	key	priorities	for	the	new	£1.14bn	of	funding	we've
secured	for	our	area.	I'll	share	the	links	and	info	when	available.
	
It	was	also	a	pleasure	to	have	the	Minister	for	Local	Government	Lee
Rowley	MP	with	us	this	week,	where	we	discussed	the	funding	of
local	services	at	length,	before	heading	out	to	have	a	look	at	some
major	investment	opportunities.
	
We	spoke	about	STEP	Fusion,	about	jobs	and	housing	growth	at
Toton,	our	Freeport	and	DevCo	propositions	that	can	create

https://fb.watch/gHbtiddqWd/


significant	new	local	opportunities...	the	list	goes	on!

Great	that	Lee	has	chosen	to	come	and	speak	to	us	locally	on	all	of
these	Council	issues	as	his	very	first	visit	in	the	role.	Through	our
time	and	effort,	innovation	and	ideas,	and	my	being	able	to	both
speak	directly	to	Ministers	AND	do	the	local	work	on	the	ground,
we're	really	joining	the	dots	and	making	things	happen!

Watch	a	clip	from	the
meeting	here

Devolution	&	the	environment
I	recently	wrote	an	article	for	the	Environment	Journal	on	how
devolution	can	lead	to	a	greener	East	Midlands.
	
Just	in	case	you	missed	it,	catch	it	below!

Read	in	full	here

https://fb.watch/gFSa2OX4Qt/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fenvironmentjournal.online%2Farticles%2Ffeature-devolution-and-the-environment-a-plan-for-a-greener-east-midlands%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3_wu3jBQpBemi7KCI400EI9Kj2cjSBDjLpxMY7BPxQvTU3gV2dvaRfW2s&h=AT2ZBUkHWroHpBV1XdSgIxHkvc7qpGDWp50nOek37yMbMCYNiFasuAAA_Vhe63U4UMK9Er-ITHHcRFHqGwA5NMPhOEmGhkjGax-8Y7RyFaSYEnVZHRBNydbEBRKJ1yjke26lAua5uHwIMmjPZrAC1bdjIg&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT3s85U9ARlD9wFiu0AnHStcU9FkfrMTMMb5KMvMiPvYn0JLGlDGQFEVl0qC64bIVqUwjpC7Dz1tfZ22JCZ5iRTfLR4XMqwTMgocUVLCfeoRiPhF8hdAHB40e0Aaw3HNg4LX0hcANcyq2L95YWd1almutkxJ_pO9SUxhTMTvn-BHxH91Hbfiqc05FNp_jufFx4N9OHZGiEK3


Cost	of	living	support	explained
We're	supporting	people	this	winter	to	help	manage	the	rising	cost	of
living,	with	the	energy	price	cap	and	£400	discount	in	place	for
everyone,	the	reduction	in	national	insurance	that	will	begin	to
appear	in	November	pay	packets,	and	further	cost	of	living	payments
for	those	most	in	need.	Whilst	it's	not	possible	to	make	these
challenges	just	go	away,	local	and	national	Government	is	working	to
offer	as	much	help	and	support	as	possible.

Find	out	more	about	this
support

https://news.sky.com/story/millions-of-britons-to-receive-324-in-their-bank-accounts-from-today-to-help-with-cost-of-living-12740968?fbclid=IwAR28mvUgErFT6YZWHlZsPsGcLBXIISza6_KZ9YaVXv-9Zdl4B6Ceg_V_BJU


The	return	of	common-sense	policing
More	positive,	robust	steps	from	a	Home	Secretary	who	really	gets	it,
in	my	view.
	
This	week	at	the	Police	Chiefs	Conference	she	announced	that	she	is
working	to	end	the	ridiculous	notion	of	'non-crime	hate	incidents'	and
police	wasting	resources	monitoring	gender	debates	on	Twitter.
	
The	home	secretary	also	said	she's	ending	the	practice	of	requiring
officers	to	have	degrees	and	reopening	pathways	into	the	Force,	and
she	called	on	senior	officers	to	get	tough	on	climate	extremists	who
are	currently	out	causing	criminal	damage	and	ruining	the	lives	of
others	by	bringing	motorways	to	a	standstill.

Read	an	article	on	this	here

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/suella-braverman-home-secretary-martin-hewitt-college-of-policing-westminster-b2221584.html?fbclid=IwAR06vesOnVQf9qBu5S1kt8dg9WjWDF9li5LJ07drjGLF8r6OAuIJKA45sAM


Small	boats	channel	crossings
The	small	boats	issue	is	not	just	about	migration,	its	about	the	basic
fairness	of	our	system	and	our	services...	If	we're	going	to	be	asked
to	reduce	public	services	and	Council	budgets	supporting	our	citizens
at	the	same	time	as	spending	more	on	asylum	seekers	and	foreign
aid,	then	the	system	is	broken.

The	Chad	think	I'm	wrong
(read	it	here)	but	what	do

you	think?

Speaking	at	Institute	of	Book-keepers
This	week	I	spoke	to	the	Institute	for	Certified	Book	keepers	in
Parliament,	bright	and	early,	about	some	of	the	long	term

https://www.chad.co.uk/news/people/mansfield-and-ashfields-mps-support-under-fire-home-secretary-in-migrants-crisis-3904035?fbclid=IwAR1wadhq4kDhKgXX6XrpdndRtR3PqQzt0Ix7YV-yIuZ8aCeeAG4k39TbDhE


opportunities	for	business,	for	entrepreneurs	and	for	driving
investment.	Book	keepers	and	accountants	obviously	sit	behind
many	of	our	small	businesses,	which	in	places	like	Mansfield	in
particular	make	up	the	vast	majority	of	our	local	economy.

I	spoke	about	our	Towns	Fund	and	Levelling	Up	Fund	projects,	I
spoke	about	the	education	partnership	between	local	colleges	and
universities,	I	spoke	about	the	chance	to	drive	investment	and
manage	our	local	skills	and	qualifications	through	devolution	(not	to
mention	the	£5bn+	extra	investment	it	will	bring)	and	about	the
opportunities	of	STEP	Fusion	for	jobs	and	inward	investment	from
around	the	globe	coming	to	North	Notts.

The	time	it	typically	takes	to	deliver	a	major	capital	project	is
something	like	7-8	years,	so	lots	of	these	things	are	still	in	the
pipeline.	Some,	like	our	devolution	plans,	are	incremental	and	will
have	an	impact	over	the	coming	decade,	but	we	have	an	awful	lot	to
look	forward	to	from	a	business	and	local	economy	perspective,
beyond	what	is	obviously	a	really	challenging	short	term	issue	with
costs	and	inflation.

Always	a	pleasure	to	host	people	in	the	Commons	(especially	when
they	bring	me	breakfast!)



Supporting	British	Farming
Back	British	Farming	Day	took	place	earlier	last	week!	

Back	British	Farming	Day	is	a	chance	to	celebrate	all	the	great	things
about	the	industry	and	I	was	pleased	to	show	my	support	for	British
farming.

Addressing	online	abuse…
Turns	out	I	get	a	higher	proportion	of	abusive	messages	than	any
other	MP,	according	to	data	released	this	week.

Such	a	shame	that	keyboard	warriors	are	increasingly	able	to	put
people	off	entering	politics,	or	to	silence	people	they	disagree	with.

Needless	to	say,	whether	it's	small	boats	or	white	working	class	boys,
protecting	children	from	gender	ideology	or	calling	out	the	insanity	of
net	zero	protesters,	I	won't	be	put	off	from	debating	issues	that	are
really	important	to	our	values	and	culture.

Read	an	article	on	this	here

Listen	to	my	radio	interview
on	this	here

https://www.chad.co.uk/news/politics/nottinghamshire-tory-mps-speak-out-about-being-victims-of-toxic-tweets-and-social-media-posts-morons-will-be-morons-3910194?fbclid=IwAR2rPHeco-zPgBt5JVOZLY7htAwDqI_rqje2XuCAjG-4COof4tbnxSPP1qU
https://fb.watch/gItasFrAPB/


So	much	to	look	forward	to!
I	spoke	to	the	Nottingham	Post	over	the	weekend	about	the	events	of
recent	months	and	the	frustration	around	changes	in	Westminster…
	
But	I	also	wanted	to	share	my	optimism,	along	with	all	the	amazing
things	coming	our	way	for	the	region!	The	article	below	is	a	great
recap	on	all	these	exciting	projects,	many	of	which	are	rapidly
gaining	momentum	in	the	background.

Read	the	article	here

Stakeholder	Panel	with
Mansfield	and	Ashfield
2020	Business	Club
Today	I	had	the	pleasure	of
speaking	to	local	businesses	at
West	Notts	College,	and	sitting
on	a	panel	with	stakeholders
from	across	education,	business
and	local	Government.	

We	discussed	the	great	potential	of	our	plans	to	devolve	funding	and
powers	over	skills,	transport	and	economic	development	down	from
Whitehall	to	our	region	and	how	people	can	engage	with	the
consultation	from	next	week.	We	also	talked	about	education	and
some	of	the	other	opportunities	we	have	coming	forward	for	the
area.	

https://www.nottinghampost.com/news/local-news/notts-mp-ben-bradley-opens-7786619?fbclid=IwAR1RgE6p31pX85hA892UZwC05t4xdbdydV2xx5-dfWu3jPPHjfFbMak9V9g


Catch	up	on	last	week's	highlights!	
Last	week	I	continued	to	work	hard	to	deliver	for	Mansfield,
Nottinghamshire	and	the	East	Midlands.	Above	are	some	highlights.

This	week's	column	⬇		
Click	to	read…

Our	asylum	system	needs	to	work	for	tax	payers

That's	all	for	this	week!
	
Thanks	for	reading	and	I	hope	you	have	a	great	weekend.
	
Ben

https://www.benbradleymp.com/news/our-asylum-system-needs-work-tax-payers


Follow	me	on	social	media	

Ben	Bradley	MP
Member	of	Parliament	for	Mansfield	&	Warsop

36	Church	Street,	Mansfield,	NG18	1AE
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