
Ben's	Weekly	Update
Another	packed	week	with	lots	to	talk
about!

Speaking	on	a	range	of	topics
this	week!
	
On	Tuesday	I	had	the
opportunity	to	go	onto	BBC
Politics	Live	to	talk	about	many
things	but	mostly	the	Online
Safety	Bill	and	also	the	wider
issues	around	our	museum
pieces	-	should	we	return	them
to	their	country	of	origin,	or	do
we	keep	them	in	our	museums
for	our	future	generations	to
study?
	
On	the	subject	of	thinking	of
ways	to	get	‘economically
inactive’	people	back	into	work,
I	attended	a	roundtable	meeting
on	increasing	employability	this
week	-	

	
Obviously	this	was	a	great	opportunity	to	explore	all	things
devolution	and	what	that	could	mean	for	the	local	jobs	market,
having	a	more	tailored	approach	to	getting	people	in	to	work	and
linking	training	up	to	local	jobs.
	
A	big	part	of	my	week	is	spent	campaigning	on	the	doorstep,
specifically	my	latest	leaflet	that	talks	about	all	my	priorities	for
Mansfield,	if	you've	not	received	one	of	these	yet,	keep	an	eye	on
your	letter	box,	or	head	over	to	www.benbradleymp.com	to	read	my
plan.
	
It	was	also	really	great	to	read	that	Mansfield	is	one	of	the	happiest
places	to	live	in	the	East	Midlands,	and	the	most	entrepreneurial
town	in	the	UK	with	the	most	amount	of	new	small	businesses
opening	in	the	last	year!	(See	below)
	
Loads	more	below	as	always,	and	my	weekly	column	at	the	bottom
where	I	talk	about	our	local	authorities	having	more	flexibility	when	it
comes	to	their	budgets!

Check	out	my	quick	‘vlog’	from	a	typical	Tuesday	here!

Article:	Mansfield,	one	of	the	happiest	places	to	live	in	UK

Take	a	look	at	the	AMAZING	turnout	for	the	Mansfield

https://fb.watch/h897979aro/
https://www.chad.co.uk/news/people/mansfield-named-one-of-the-happiest-places-to-live-in-the-east-midlands-3937436?fbclid=IwAR2eIxIHgya62_AAoOjS76in0xioySRUrOlLy-UyVLLSXd4JUjKs_zRkRVQ
http://www.benbradleymp.com/


Christmas	Lights	switch	on	below!	⤵	

Ways	to	keep	in	touch	
Click	to	follow	and	subscribe…

If	you're	a	constituent,	join	the	private	Facebook
group	here!

Mansfield	has	the	highest	number	of
new	small	businesses	in	the	UK!
This	weekend	is	small	business	Saturday!
	

https://www.facebook.com/groups/480853855751055
file:///var/www/html/public/www.facebook.com/benbradleymansfield
file:///var/www/html/public/www.twitter.com/bbradley_mans
file:///var/www/html/public/www.instagram.com/benbradleymp
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4ciCyjxiMP0N3INKsavHew
https://www.tiktok.com/@benbradleymp


Some	really	exciting	(and	well	deserved)	news	came	out	this	week
on	small	businesses,	it's	a	testament	to	the	people	of	Mansfield	that
from	2021-2022	the	number	of	small	businesses	in	the	town	grew	by
14.9%,	that's	425	new	businesses	each	employing	up	to	49	people!
The	highest	in	the	UK!
	
So,	really	fantastic	news	bucking	the	national	trend!
	
This	weekend	why	not	pay	a	visit	to	your	local	high	street	and	visit
one	of	the	many	local,	family	run	cafes,	delis	and	restaurants	on	your
doorstep!
	
It's	always	a	pleasure	to	visit	local	businesses	and	meet	with
business	owners	across	Mansfield	to	hear	their	views,	so	do	get	in
touch	if	I	can	be	of	any	help!

UK's	most	entrepreneurial
town!

Take	a	look	at	how	my	team
and	I	celebrated!

Did	you	want	to	visit	Parliament?
Are	you	a	constituent	with	an	interest	in	visiting	Parliament?	If	so
good	news,	my	office	are	running	a	trip	to	parliament	for
constituents!

During	the	trip	you	will	get	a	guided	tour	of	Parliament	and	then	a
Q&A	session	with	me	in	one	of	Parliament's	committee	rooms.

The	trip	is	taking	place	on	the	6th	March	with	the	bus	leaving
Mansfield	bright	and	early	at	6	in	the	morning.
	
If	you	are	interested	and	don't	mind	the	early	start	email	my	office	at
ben.bradley.mp@parliament.uk	for	more	details.	This	first	trip	will	fill
up	quickly,	but	we're	planning	several	more	for	later	in	2023.	

https://www.chad.co.uk/news/people/mansfield-revealed-to-be-the-uks-most-entrepreneurial-town-3938909?fbclid=IwAR094psD9nGWGm5XWAK8myjl3ZLjASeFM06v8-ocrLndotMejH8Eo0C_4uo
https://fb.watch/h9HP8W6WuG/


Kids	in	Mansfield	from	disadvantaged
backgrounds	getting	the	help	they
need…
One	of	my	main	priorities	and	passions	is	ensuring	kids	from
disadvantaged	backgrounds	are	given	the	support	they	need	to	be
successful,	and	to	get	on	in	life.	That's	why	I	was	so	against	closing
schools	during	lockdowns,	and	I	made	my	views	and	concerns	clear
to	government.	The	most	disadvantaged	pupils,	with	the	most
difficult	home	lives,	would	be	the	ones	most	impacted	by	school
closures.

Recent	stats	have	shown	that,	sadly,	I	was	right.	

There's	an	awful	lot	of	work	to	be	done	to	turn	things	around,	and	it
also	speaks	to	some	of	my	recent	comments	about	priorities	in	our
education	system!	First	thing	is	first,	kids	have	to	be	in	a	stable,	safe
environment	in	order	to	even	be	able	to	think	about	focusing	on
school.	Helping	those	kids	is	about	their	whole	lives,	not	just	between
9	and	3	Monday	to	Friday.

I'll	continue	raising	my	thoughts	on	this	with	Government,	and	as	a
Council	Leader	I'll	continue	to	focus	on	protecting	and	enhancing
those	services	that	change	lives	in	our	most	disadvantaged
communities.

Watch	my	video	on	this	here

https://fb.watch/h9wbj11nYC/


Supporting	people	back	into	work
Not	being	able	to	drive	can	be	a	massive	barrier	for	those	who	are
looking	for	work,	whether	that	be	because	it	limits	people's	ability	to
travel	to	a	workplace	that's	not	accessible	via	public	transport,	or
maybe	it's	a	job	working	for	one	of	the	many	logistics	companies	in
Mansfield	and	the	wider	East	Midlands	to	which	we	have	quite	a	few!

After	a	local	business	owner	suggested	this	to	me	last	Friday,	I've
written	to	the	Department	for	Work	and	Pensions	about	this	very
issue	to	see	what	can	be	done.

Watch	my	video	here

Creating	more	opportunities	to	get

https://fb.watch/h5zBEtVN1J/


people	into	work
Enjoyed	a	roundtable	discussion	with	Onward	in	the	Commons	about
employability,	and	how	we	support	the	increasing	number	of	people
who	are	'not	ecomically	active'	to	get	in	to	work.
	
Loads	of	challenges,	and	loads	of	positives	steps	we	could	take	either
nationally,	or	through	new	devolved	powers	on	skills	and	investment
that	are	coming	to	our	area.	I	raised	the	point	about	not	driving
being	a	barrier	to	work	at	this	meeting	too.	

See	more	about	Onward	here

Online	Safety	Bill
This	week	I	spoke	about	the	new	Online	Safety	Bill	entering
Parliament.	It's	back	on	Monday	to	be	debated	and	voted	on.	
	
It's	really	important	that	government	has	rebalanced	the	Online
Safety	Bill	to	ensure	that	we're	protecting	free	speech	and	not	giving
social	media	companies	an	enhanced	right	to	censor	political	views
or	people's	legitimate	opinions.
	
We're	also	taking	steps	to	improve	protection	and	safeguarding	of
children	in	particular,	and	the	financial	penalties	set	out	in	this	bill	for
companies	that	fail	to	comply	with	this	requirement	is	huge.
	
When	it	comes	to	online	privacy,	I	hate	the	idea	that	some	tech
company	can	have	access	to	hundreds	of	my	personal
messages/photos/videos..	Equally,	I	do	understand	the	arguments	in
favour	of	keeping	us	safe,	but	how	much	do	you	think	tech
companies	need	to	be	involved?
	
Let	me	know	your	views	in	the	comments	by	following	the	link	below	

I	explain	my	views	on	privacy
here

https://www.facebook.com/ukonward
https://fb.watch/h8a0VZW0Ax/


VIDEO	ROUND-UP:	Speaking	on	the
Equality	Act	over	the	last	few	years…
Over	the	years	I've	spent	A	LOT	of	time	campaigning	to	try	and
ensure	that	our	rules	on	equalities	are	fair	and	fit	for	purpose.

I've	argued	that	we	should	support	people	based	on	their	needs,	not
based	on	lumping	them	in	to	vague	categories	and	assuming
everyone	wants	the	same	things.

I've	argued	that	if	the	Equality	Act	is	used	to	tackle	inequalities	and
under-representation,	then	that	should	be	based	on	the	facts	and	be
used	to	support	everyone	equally	-	hence	the	name	'#EqualityAct	-
whether	male	or	female,	gay	or	straight,	black	or	white.	Inequality	is
still	inequality!

I've	campaigned	for	'unpopular'	causes	where	the	Act	has	been
ignored	or	misused,	such	as	supporting	white	working	class	boys	-
because	we	ignore	the	fact	that	it's	economic	and	geographical
factors	that	are	key	to	your	life	chances,	not	your	gender,	skin	colour
or	sexuality	-	and	these	lads	are	the	bottom	of	the	charts	when	it
comes	to	educational	outcomes	and	qualifications.	Despite	the
obvious	need	(and	statistical	evidence)	people	aren't	willing	to	use
the	powers	in	the	Equality	Act	to	support	them...

I've	raised	the	issue	of	a	lack	of	male	primary	teachers,	and
therefore	a	lack	of	male	role	models	for	those	kids	that	most	need
them.	A	million	kids	in	primary	school	now	have	no	male	teacher	at
all.	For	those	with	no	dad	at	home,	no	experience	of	positive
relationships,	or	who	might	be	suffering	abuse	etc,	who	are	they
meant	to	learn	from?	Hugely	important	for	society;	again,	nobody
willing	to	use	the	powers	in	the	Act	to	tackle	it...

The	Equality	Act	is	misused	and	abused.	As	the	new	Equality	Minister
Kemi	Badenoch	says,	it	should	be	'a	shield	and	not	a	sword'	-	used	to
protect	people	from	discrimination,	not	to	attack	certain	groups	we
perceive	to	be	'privileged'.	She's	bang	on!

This	is	something	I'm	really	passionate	about...	something	really
fundamental	to	the	way	our	system	works.	I'll	keep	banging	on	about
it.



	
Here's	a	compilation	of	all	sorts	of	things	I've	been	up	to:

Watch	the	full	round-up	here

Watch	me	explain	the	need
for	more	male	primary

teachers

Businesses	talk	devolution
	Business	reps	talk	devolution		

“Earlier	this	month	business	reps	were	asked	what	they	thought
about	devolution	plans,	at	an	event	organised	by	Nottingham
Partners.”
	
“Our	leader	Ben	Bradley	MP,	and	David	Mellen,	the	leader	of
Nottingham	City	Council,	spoke	to	businesses	about	the	proposals.	A
consultation	on	devolution	is	taking	place	until	9	January	2023.”

Find	out	more	or	take	part	in	the	consultation	⬇

https://fb.watch/h5y9BjFr0q/
https://fb.watch/h5yOsWebBJ/


Have	your	say	on	devolution
here

Ensuring	the	County	Council	delivers
on	your	priorities
Inflation	impacts	local	authorities	too.	It's	going	to	be	really
important	that	there's	flexibility	in	how	councils	allocate	central
government	funding,	so	they	can	continue	to	deliver	on	their
resident's	priorities...
	
We	want	to	create	a	healthy,	prosperous,	and	greener	future	for
everyone	who	lives	in	Nottinghamshire.

Over	the	next	three	years	we	will	transform	our	services	to	improve
them	for	all	whilst	meeting	the	challenge	of	reducing	costs	by	£65m.
	
To	help	us	rise	to	the	challenge	please	take	a	few	minutes	and
complete	our	short	survey	so	we	can	best	set	a	budget	that	meets
your	needs

https://www.eastmidlandsdevolution.co.uk/have-your-say/?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Orlo


Have	your	say	here

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/finance-and-budget/budget-consultation-2022


Chatting	about	trees!
Chatted	to	the	Minister	for	Natural	Environment	Trudy	Harrison	this
week	about	trees!

Tons	to	talk	about!	Obviously	with	Mansfield	being	the	historic	heart
of	Sherwood	Forest	we’re	keen	to	deliver	significant	tree	planting
and	community	forest	schemes,	as	well	as	to	ensure	that	our	built
environment	reflects	that	more,	with	better	green	spaces	and	tree
planting	in	new	residential	and	commercial	areas	where	it’s	practical
and	manageable.

A	good	example	of	the	joint	roles	being	helpful,	as	I’m	able	to	hook
the	Council’s	Officers	who	are	delivering	these	programmes	up
directly	with	the	Minister	and	DEFRA	officials.

£400,000	funding	for	local	supported
housing	
The	quality	of	local	supported	housing	is	something	that	can	really



impact	on	local	authorities	in	terms	of	their	budgets	and	the	capacity
of	local	social	services	to	support	those	people	living	in	the	housing
when	needed.
	
As	such,	I	am	really	pleased	that	we	have	been	given	this	money	to
improve	our	local	supported	housing	stock	across	Mansfield	and
Warsop.	Such	improvements	will	help	reduce	this	burden	on	the	local
authority	and	local	services,	freeing	up	further	capacity	for	people
with	the	most	urgent	need.
	
I	would	like	to	thank	the	government	for	providing	this	funding	and
setting	up	the	Supported	Housing	Improvement	Programme.	I	look
forward	to	seeing	this	money	being	put	to	use	locally.

Read	more	here

Supporting	Andre	for	Mansfield
District	Council	Mayor!
Always	a	pleasure	to	get	out	and	support	County	Councillor	Andre
Camilleri	-	our	fantastic	Conservative	candidate	to	be	the	Mayor	of
Mansfield.	
	
It's	a	big	set	of	elections	in	May,	as	MDC	is	the	last	place	in	Mansfield
that's	still	dominated	by	Labour.	It's	the	last	bit	we	need	to	change	in
order	to	properly	and	full	move	forwards!

Follow	him	on	Facebook
here!

https://www.benbradleymp.com/news/ben-bradley-mp-welcomes-ps405474-funding-supported-housing?fbclid=IwAR1ZL3_GoyuAjtj7wVoAgEIKNsKfIXJ4RbA942agPCSDfykRdwR8dfM0eqM
https://www.facebook.com/MansfieldSouth


Annual	consultation	on	admission
arrangements
Nottinghamshire’s	annual	consultation	on	admission	arrangements
closes	on	SUNDAY.

Please	let	us	know	what	you	think	here:

Click	here	to	let	us	know

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/school-admissions/admissions-consultation-2024-to-2025


Mansfield	BID	catch-up
Last	Friday	I	caught	up	with	Jay	from	Mansfield	BID	to	talk	about	the
steps	forward	we're	taking,	and	what's	next	for	the	town.

Great	to	see	recent	events	have	been	busy	and	well	supported	-
Christmas	Lights	Switch	On	coming	up	this	weekend	of	course	-	and
that	businesses	have	reported	positive	trends	about	the	footfall	and
number	of	customers	in	town.

Loads	still	to	do	of	course	so,	glad	we	can	all	work	together	to	try	and
make	things	happen!

This	years	Christmas	market!

https://fb.watch/h5ynyeYfbp/


Some	more	positive	news	to	end	the
week!
A	highlight	of	my	job	is	writing	to	local	people	and	businesses	who
have	made	the	news	for	something	positive.

This	week	I	wrote	to	the	students	at	Vision	West	Notts	about	their
amazing	fundraising	efforts	for	Children	in	Need.	From	Animal	Care
students	to	the	Hairdressing	Beauty	students,	everyone	at	the
college	has	been	pitching	in	to	raise	money	for	this	important	cause.
You	can	find	their	JustGiving	page	for	the	fundraiser	here:
https://justgiving.com/fundraising/westnotts2022

I	also	wrote	to	local	business	Hungrilla	Gourmet	Grill	Takeaway
congratulating	them	on	opening	their	second	restaurant,	despite	only
being	in	business	since	April	last	year!	Many	people	have
recommended	this	burger	joint	to	me	before	and	having	seen
pictures	of	the	food	I'll	have	to	get	down	for	a	burger	myself.

Read:	West	Notts	fundraiser

Read:	Hungrilla	success!

https://www.chad.co.uk/news/people/mansfield-college-students-joined-forces-to-help-raise-money-for-bbcs-children-in-need-3926975?fbclid=IwAR2xti9DWkBWwc4WpZb36UTXQPyWB-GAGGGokZAA-v-ciApXHFqOt8XPLtc
https://www.chad.co.uk/news/people/top-rated-mansfield-woodhouse-restaurant-is-a-burger-flipping-success-story-3926773?fbclid=IwAR2oheP0L1raXfTsyBHu9XjoXWvc0WmeFH2td9cK6wZdbFdWvfaBa1zNH58
https://justgiving.com/fundraising/westnotts2022


Visiting	Leas	Park
Juniors
I	had	a	great	time	on	Friday
visiting	EVERY	SINGLE	CLASS	at
Leas	Park	and	talking	to	them
about	careers,	and	about
Parliament.	They're	doing	a	fab
job,	and	the	kids	were	great.
More	about	this	in	my	video
below:

Watch	my
video	about
this	here

Tour	of	Britain	race	this	year!
"The	return	of	the	The	Tour	Of	Britain	race	to	Nottinghamshire	in
September	proved	to	be	a	huge	success	for	the	county.	With	the
showpiece	event	boosting	the	local	economy	by	more	than	£4m	as
thousands	of	visitors	once	again	flocked	to	Robin	Hood	country	to
watch	some	of	the	world's	best	cyclists	compete."

These	figures	once	again	highlight	how	Nottinghamshire	can
successfully	host	an	international	event	of	this	magnitude	as	well	as
being	a	tourist	destination	which	people	want	to	visit	and	return	to	in
future!

Read	more	on	this	here

https://www.facebook.com/benbradleymansfield/videos/614681150343746
https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/newsroom/news/aj-bell-tour-of-britains-return-boosts-nottinghams?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Orlo


This	week's	column	⬇		
Click	to	read…

"We	need	more	flexibility	to	deliver	local	services
sustainably"

That's	all	for	this	week!
	
Thanks	for	reading	and	I	hope	you	have	a	great	weekend.
	
Ben

Follow	me	on	social	media	

Ben	Bradley	MP
Member	of	Parliament	for	Mansfield	&	Warsop

36	Church	Street,	Mansfield,	NG18	1AE
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