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Ben's	Weekly	Update

Loads	of	topics	to	cover	this	week	in
the	run	up	to	Christmas…
Lots	going	on	this	week,	and	plenty	to	read	about!
	
Firstly,	some	fantastic	news	came	out	on	Friday.	The
government	has	announced	funding	to	renovate	or	rebuild
239	more	schools	in	England,	with	3	of	them	being	in
Mansfield!	Take	a	look	below!
	
In	other	news,	it	was	a	pleasure	to	go	to	number	10	on	Tuesday
morning	for	a	breakfast	meeting	with	the	PM,	following	that	the
government	made	some	big	announcements	on	channel	crossings
and	illegal	migration	which	have	my	full	support	and	a	bit	more
detail	on	that	is	in	this	update.
	
On	Thursday	in	Bellamy	I	held	a	public	meeting	where	MDC,	Notts
Police	and	other	stakeholders	were	present	to	listen	to	resident's
concerns.	Lots	to	take	away	for	all	involved	and	I've	managed	to	pick
up	a	few	bits	of	casework	to	look	into	also.
	
Volunteers	have	been	delivering	my	newsletter	all	over	Mansfield	the
last	few	months,	we're	finally	almost	done	in	time	for	Christmas!	If
you're	one	of	the	few	still	waiting	in	anticipation	for	it	to	land	on	your
doormat	then	don't	worry!	You	can	read	it	right	here	at	the	bottom	of
this	newsletter!
	
In	my	column	this	week,	I	welcomed	the	opening	of	the	first	new	coal
mine	in	the	UK	for	decades.	This	is	a	crucial	decision	especially	with
energy	insecurity	as	a	result	of	the	conflict	in	Ukraine,	but	it's
certainly	not	a	step	back	from	our	path	towards	green	energy,	as	the
announcement	this	week	on	Nuclear	Fusion	proves	just	that!
	
Loads	more	stuff	for	your	weekend	reading	below	including	some
heartwarming	festive	visits	around	the	constituency!..	and	in	case
you	missed	it	last	week,	I	was	interviewed	for	a	Podcast…	If	you're
interested,	have	a	listen	below.

‘State	of	Mind	Podcast’	clip

Ways	to	keep	in	touch	
Click	to	follow	and	subscribe…

If	you're	a	constituent,	join	the	private	Facebook
group	here!

https://fb.watch/hn-ZNQRRXG/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/480853855751055
file:///var/www/html/public/%7B%7B%20mirror%20%7D%7D
file:///var/www/html/public/www.facebook.com/benbradleymansfield
file:///var/www/html/public/www.twitter.com/bbradley_mans
file:///var/www/html/public/www.instagram.com/benbradleymp
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4ciCyjxiMP0N3INKsavHew
https://www.tiktok.com/@benbradleymp


BREAKING	NEWS!

THREE	Mansfield	schools	to	be
rebuilt!
Fabulous	news	to	end	the	week!	Meden	School,	Garibaldi	College
and	All	Saints'	Catholic	Academy	will	all	benefit	from	major
rebuilding	works!	Amazing	for	the	schools,	for	Mansfield	and	for
thousands	of	local	kids!
	
Over	recent	years	I've	visited	Meden,	All	Saints	and	Garibaldi	schools
to	speak	to	teachers	and	students,	and	to	tour	their	school	sites.	At
all	three	schools	their	biggest	ask	was	for	funding	to	support
rebuilding	of	various	classrooms	and	facilities	on	the	site,	and	I've
been	pleased	to	support	their	bids	and	projects	submitted	in	to	the
DfE.

It's	WONDERFUL	news	that	today	its	been	announced	that	ALL	THREE
will	be	part	of	the	next	phase	of	the	school	rebuilding	programme.
The	programme	will	put	major	investment	in	to	500	of	our	32,000
schools	nationally,	so	it's	brilliant	that	we've	got	three	of	them	right
here	know	Mansfield,	Forest	Town	and	Warsop.

Looking	forward	to	finding	out	more	about	plans,	and	to	be	able	to
visit	some	amazing	new	facilities	-	coming	soon!

Watch	my	response	to	this
here

Read	more	on	this	here

Meeting	with	the	PM
on	illegal	migration.
On	Tuesday	morning	I	headed	to
Downing	Street	for	a	breakfast
meeting	with	the	PM.
	
I	joined	colleagues	who	like	me

https://fb.watch/hsnsDcdMgH/
https://www.benbradleymp.com/news/ben-bradley-mp-welcomes-success-3-mansfield-schools-schools-rebuilding-programme


	
Of	course	there	have	been	plans
before	and	we've	not	had	the
right	outcomes,	so	I'll	keep	on
the	case	and	keep	lobbying
Government	until	we're	seeing
hotels	being	emptied	and	flights
heading	to	Rwanda!	Actions
need	to	follow	the	words!

Watch	a	clip	from	the	Home
Secretary	here

lobbied	hard	for	a	solution	to	the
illegal	migration	problem.
	
I'm	pleased	that	Rishi	and	Suella
share	the	same	view	and
commitment	to	tackling	this,
and	that	this	week	they've
announced	practical	steps	to
improve	things.

Read	about	the	plan
here

It's	positive	to	hear	that	new
legislation	will	mean	that	if	you
arrive	illegally	then	you'll	never
be	able	to	stay,	and	also
reassuring	to	sit	down	this
morning	with	both	PM	and	Home
Sec	and	hear	them	both	on	the
same	page	and	working
together.

I'll	be	posting	a	recap	video	this
weekend	on	my	work	in
Parliament	on	this,	so	stay
tuned!

https://fb.watch/hqHmxWjWu2/
https://news.sky.com/story/rishi-sunak-announces-plan-to-fast-track-removal-of-albanian-asylum-seekers-12767266?fbclid=IwAR1katp-_OIzn29EcaAHi74-E52k3NuTa-24r2MjQGcvtL-Yr9tVW2jaZdc


HUGELY	grateful	for	your	support!
Three	years	ago	this	week,	we	fought	an	election	and	retained
Mansfield	for	the	first	time	ever.	Along	the	way	we	managed	to
secure	the	biggest	increase	in	votes	of	any	MP,	anywhere	in	the	UK.

Mansfield	went	from	an	historic	Labour	stronghold,	to	a	16.3k
Conservative	majority.

Three	years	on,	I'm	still	eternally	grateful	for	the	opportunity,	still
working	every	day	to	deliver	for	local	people,	and	determined	to	win
it	again	in	2024.

Behind	the	scenes
glamour!
It	made	a	nice	change	to	start
my	week	from	Mansfield	instead
of	London	this	week!
	
My	first	stop	was	this	cafe,	early
doors,	for	a	County	Council
meeting	before	then	going	on	to
open	a	new	business!
	
	

WATCH:	Taking	a	stand:
‘Unconscious	Bias	training’
Really	pleased	I	took	a	stand	on	unconscious	bias	training!



After	speaking	out	against	it,	a	Government	review	found	that	the
training	has	NO	evidenced	benefit.	In	fact,	it	was	found	to	actually
have	some	pretty	negative	consequences	for	diversity	and	fairness.
A	real	triumph	when	it	got	scrapped	across	the	Civil	Service.

Despite	the	flack	I	receive	when	sticking	my	head	above	the	parapet,
it’s	definitely	worth	it	when	we	get	outcomes	like	this.	At	some	point
everyone	realises	I	am	talking	sense!

Watch	how	it	all	unfolded
here

Devolution	deal	pushes	on!
Brilliant	to	have	something	new	to	talk	about	every	week	with	our
Devolution	Deal!..
	
Continued	meetings	with	stakeholders	across	our	area	about	our
devolution	plans	and	consultation,	ensuring	that	we	get	the
maximum	possible	benefit	on	skills,	innovation,	for	business,	for
transport	and	infrastructure	and	other	opportunities	from	our	new
Combined	Authority.
	
This	week	the	Levelling	Up	Bill	passed	it's	final	Commons	stages,	and
will	head	off	for	further	scrutiny	in	the	Lords.	That's	the	legislation
that	will	allow	us	to	create	our	new	Authority,	which	can	bring	a
better,	coherent	strategy	on	some	of	those	big	priorities,	as	well	as
billions	of	extra	cash	to	the	East	Mids.	
Progress!	

https://fb.watch/ho05KdzCbp/


Have	your	say	here

My	thoughts	on	MDC's	Council	Tax
announcement…
Last	week,	Mansfield	District	Council	announced	they	were	proposing
to	freeze	council	tax	for	the	next	financial	year	despite	rising	costs	to
all	services	caused	by	inflation.
	
Every	council	in	the	country,	Nottinghamshire	County	Council
included,	is	having	to	work	with	these	increased	costs	and	still
deliver	on	crucial	services.	I'm	pleased	by	how	we've	managed	to
control	costs	in	the	face	of	challenges	this	year,	but	the	reality	is	the
same	services	budgeted	for	this	year	are	going	to	cost	a	lot	more
next	year,	the	question	is	how	do	we	deal	with	this	responsibly?
	
It's	worth	pointing	out	that	this	proposal	by	MDC's	Labour
administration	isn't	all	it	seems.	Yes,	they	might	freeze	Council	Tax,
but	they	still	have	to	find	that	£1.8m	from	somewhere!	So,	where?

In	reality,	rather	than	using	Council	Tax	which	is	theoretically	paid
based	on	your	wealth,	where	the	richer	you	are	the	more	you	pay
and	the	poorest	are	protected	by	discounts	and	lower	rates,	MDC	will
raise	the	money	through	raising	the	cost	of	their	services,
disproportionately	used	by	the	poorest.	They'll	also	raise	things	like
social	rents	-	possibly	by	up	to	7%	-	which	increases	costs	only	for
the	poorest.	They're	choosing	to	put	Mansfield's	poorest	people	in
the	firing	line	in	order	to	grab	a	headline	about	tax	freezes.

There's	lots	of	scrutiny	to	come	of	this	decision	ahead	of	it	being
formalised	in	May,	but	if	they're	deliberately	choosing	to	hit	poorer
people	in	order	to	make	some	political	point	about	Council	Tax,	then
that	absolutely	needs	to	be	called	out	and	highlighted	for	what	it	is	-
pure	politics	at	the	expense	of	those	who	can	least	afford	it!	

They	have	a	legal	duty	to	find	£1.8m,	and	they	have	to	decide	where
it	comes	from.	Cuts,	tax	rises,	rising	costs...	at	the	minute	their
decisions	will	hit	the	poorest	hardest!	I	don't	want	to	raise	taxes,
nobody	does,	but	surely	there	are	better	options	that	choosing	plans
that	will	disproportionately	hit	poorer	people?	

https://www.eastmidlandsdevolution.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR1foR_mCfFAdHl_vyroRRiah117tomm94fVX4_TK4CXgag0vXiPn_Bp4l8


Notts	County	Council	budget	survey
2022
Meanwhile,	we're	setting	a	budget	at	NCC	too.	In	order	to	help
reduce	costs	and	provide	the	best	service	we	are	helping	older
people	to	be	more	independent.

Our	re-ablement	service	supports	people	returning	home	from
hospital,	meaning	they	don’t	have	to	stay	in	hospital	or	go	into	care,
but	instead	can	enjoy	living	independently	in	their	own	home.	By
supporting	these	kinds	of	services	we	can	make	our	whole	system
more	sustainable	for	the	long	term.	

Your	opinion	matters,	help	us	to	best	set	a	budget	that	meets	your
needs	by	filling	out	the	survey:

Have	your	say	here

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/finance-and-budget/budget-consultation-2022


10,000	followers	on	TikTok	-	thank-
you!
How	long	until	I	qualify	as	an	influencer?	

Join	the	fun	here!

Thursday's	public	meeting	in	Bellamy
On	Thursday	I	was	at	the	Bellamy	Estate,	at	Trowell	Court,	where	I've
organised	a	public	meeting	for	residents	to	raise	queries	with	me,
and	with	representatives	from	Mansfield	Council,	the	County	Council
and	the	Police.
	
A	really	helpful	conversation,	with	some	actions	to	take	away.	Really
grateful	to	the	Officers	who	gave	up	their	evening,	and	to	those
residents	who	came	along.	More	here	

Watch	my	video	on	this	here

https://www.tiktok.com/@benbradleymp
https://fb.watch/hrYK7G_uw_/


‘REASONED’	conference	speech
I	spoke	recently	at	the	Reasoned	Student	Conference,	about	all	sorts
of	issues	related	to	my	constituency,	and	to	other	'Red	Wall'
communities	that	voted	Conservative	at	the	last	election.

One	of	those	issues	is	tackling	illegal	migration	-	an	election	promise
from	2019!	Here's	the	section	of	my	speech	on	the	unfairness	of
small	boats,	the	impact	of	our	communities	and	services,	and	the
need	to	keep	that	promise.

Looking	forward	to	hearing	the	PMs	statement	today	announcing	new
measures	to	tackle	this,	but	I'll	only	be	satisfied	when	we're	seeing
hotels	being	returned	to	normal	use,	and	deportation	flights	taking
people	home!
	
You	can	watch	the	full	speech	on	YouTube	by	following	the	link	below
to	my	Facebook!

Watch	a	short	clip	first	here!

STEP	Fusion	moves	closer	to	reality!
This	is	really	exciting	news,	given	that	we	recently	secured	the
£20bn	funding	for	the	first	prototype	fusion	power	plant
right	here	in	North	Notts.	Last	year	in	the	UK,	this	science	was
able	to	produce	energy	that	powered	machines	for	the	first	time,	and
now	in	the	states	it	has	-	again	for	the	first	time	-	been	able	to
achieve	a	net	gain	in	energy	production	(ie	what	came	out	was	more
than	what	went	in	to	create	it).

That's	another	really	positive	step	forward	and	shows	that	the	theory
and	the	principles	of	our	power	station	plan	can	work.	The		next	step
-	which	will	happen	in	North	Notts	-	is	the	planning	and	building	of	a

https://fb.watch/hpqheEn9at/


site	that	can	do	this	on	a	commercial	and	financially	viable	scale.
That's	massive,	and	is	the	step	that	will	allow	this	science	to	provide
clean	power	to	the	whole	UK	and	the	world.	

A	long	way	to	go,	but	another	breakthrough	that	adds	confidence
and	credibility	to	these	big	investment	and	clean	energy	plans	on	our
doorstep!

Read	more	here

https://news.sky.com/story/breakthrough-nuclear-fusion-experiment-could-revolutionise-the-world-with-clean-energy-12767519?fbclid=IwAR3MAqWblGlHEoPd6Q-cTojwnW5kQsO0M4dru6xxiUfr38DFgqGJRrEockc


Cost	of	living	community	grant
Voluntary	organisations	and	community	groups	helping
Nottinghamshire	residents	can	now	apply	for	two	new	Local
Community	Fund	(LCF)	cost	of	living	grants.
	
£450,000	in	total	has	been	set	aside	for	the	17-month	scheme.
The	first	grant	available	is	for	groups	helping	those	who	are
struggling	to	buy	nutritious	food	to	help	improve	health	and	well-
being.
	
The	second	grant	is	aimed	at	groups	who	need	a	contribution
towards	their	own	rising	energy	bills	to	help	keep	their	welcoming
and	warm	centres	and	halls	open	across	the	county.
	
Groups	can	now	apply	for	up	to	£5,000	from	both	grant	funds	from
today	(Wednesday	7	December)	with	applications	closing	on	Sunday
29	January	2023.		

Find	out	more	here

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/newsroom/news/community-groups-can-apply-for-new-cost-of-living


Regency	Source	education
A	pleasure	to	meet	Helen	and	the	team	at	Regency	Source	education
on	Monday	where	they've	been	cutting	the	ribbon	on	their	new
training	centre.
	
Lots	to	celebrate;	both	the	investment	and	expansion	of	a	local
business,	and	also	the	increasing	opportunity	to	support	people	in	to
the	work	place	through	training	and	qualifications.

Congratulations	on	the	big	new	step	and	the	new	centre.	I	hope	it	all
goes	well	for	you,	and	of	course	for	the	learners!!

Watch	a	video	on	this	here

Dementia	Cafe	Christmas	party!
I've	been	to	Focus	Point	Vale	Road	for	the	Dementia	Cafe	Christmas

https://fb.watch/ho0KPQMskU/


Party.	Had	a	lovely	time,	bit	of	cake,	bit	of	singing...	avoided	the
dancing!	Fab	to	see	everyone	having	such	a	great	time	and	to	wish
everyone	very	merry	Christmas!

Big,	big	thank	you	to	Charlene	and	the	gang	who	make	it	all	happen.
The	Dementia	Cafe	means	an	awful	lot	to	a	lot	of	people.

Watch	a	short	TikTok	on	this
here

Here's	a	picture	of	me	looking	jolly!

https://www.tiktok.com/@benbradleymp/video/7177768807967051014?is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1&item_id=7177768807967051014


Fab	way	to	spread	Christmas	cheer!
A	really	uplifting	article	here	about	Stags	players	who	delivered	loads
of	toys	to	poorly	children	at	King's	Mill	hospital	this	week!..

Read	more	here!

Newsletter	recap!
A	team	of	volunteers	have	been	working	to	get	my	recent	newsletter
through	every	door	in	Mansfield.	We're	nearly	done,	but	in	case
you're	yet	to	receive	it,	here's	a	preview	below!	⤵	

https://www.chad.co.uk/news/people/stags-players-deliver-christmas-surprise-to-poorly-children-in-kings-mill-hospital-3955905?fbclid=IwAR0aW-c_EE9qrVUjV1-CCs-NTue3UdAUMoZ_zX3swtR0pd1IXfp-nOziahY




This	week's	column	⬇		
Click	to	read…

"Opening	a	new	coal	mine	improves	our	self-reliance	when
imports	are	uncertain,	as	we	continue	to	work	towards	net

zero."

https://www.chad.co.uk/news/opinion/columnists/ben-bradley-column-i-am-confident-we-will-be-able-to-meet-our-commitment-to-net-zero-3953537?fbclid=IwAR2dlm-Qz7Qeg4wuw2m00d9-Ifqs87EepazqEWoaF-hT6NhJSYVGfHykoWI


That's	all	for	this	week!	This	may	well	be	the	last	full	newsletter	this
side	of	Christmas,	so	thanks	for	reading	and	I	hope	you	and	your
family	have	a	wonderful	Christmas	and	New	Year!
	
Ben

Follow	me	on	social	media	

Ben	Bradley	MP
Member	of	Parliament	for	Mansfield	&	Warsop

36	Church	Street,	Mansfield,	NG18	1AE
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