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Ben's	Weekly	Update
Ben,	what	have	you	actually	done?!
It's	that	time	of	year	again	when	I	stick	my	head	above	the	parapet
and	tackle	the	age	old	Facebook	comment	whinge	(from	the	usual
suspects)	-	''All	this	talk	Ben,	BUT	WHAT	HAVE	YOU	ACTUALLY
DONE!?''

We'll	I'll	tell	you.	In	total,	I	reckon	it	stacks	up	to	more	than	£30
BILLION	of	extra	investment	secured	for	our	area,	before	you	get	in
to	the	policy	change	and	the	local	support.	Get	yourself	a	cuppa	first,
it's	a	long	read!

Have	a	read	here!

Ways	to	keep	in	touch	
Click	to	follow	and	subscribe…

https://www.benbradleymp.com/news/what-have-you-actually-done?fbclid=IwAR2T3IMLOk6qLw8LrbGxNfybs2OoALD3W2DF-x5VFwRBK1GauxfrpP8wKqE
file:///var/www/html/public/%7B%7B%20mirror%20%7D%7D
file:///var/www/html/public/www.facebook.com/benbradleymansfield
file:///var/www/html/public/www.twitter.com/bbradley_mans
file:///var/www/html/public/www.instagram.com/benbradleymp
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4ciCyjxiMP0N3INKsavHew
https://www.tiktok.com/@benbradleymp


If	you're	a	constituent,	join	the	private	Facebook
group	here!

Over	the	coming	months	he'll
lay	out	his	plans.	Already
though,	Andre	has	committed
that	if	he	is	elected	to	Mansfield
District	Council	in	May,	he	will
begin	the	process	of	scrapping
the	role	of	Mayor	altogether.
We've	had	a	Mayor	since	2002,
which	costs	more	than	a	normal
'Leader'	of	the	Council	(which	is
what	everyone	else	has).
However,	unlike	the	big	plans
for	a	regional	Mayor	that	comes
with	billions	of	pounds	extra	and
all	sorts	of	additional	powers	to
improve	services,	the	Mansfield
Mayor	has	no	extra	money	and
no	extra	powers	whatsoever.	

If	elected	Andre	would	give
people	the	opportunity	to
have	another	say,	and	ask
formally	whether	they	want
to	keep	or	scrap	the	Mayor.
	
If	my	poll	is	anything	to	go
by	then	I	think	I	could	guess
the	answer.	

Local	poll:
Mansfield	Mayor
Our	Conservative	candidate	to
be	Mansfield's	Mayor	this	May	is
County	Cllr	Andre	Camilleri.
Somebody	commented	last
week	on	here	and	said	'if	you
snap	Andre	in	half	he	says
Mansfield	through	the	middle,
like	a	stick	of	rock'	and	I	think
that's	true.

I	polled	600	Mansfield	residents
last	week	on	their	views,	and
95%	said	they	would	scrap	the
Mayor.	That	can	only	happen	if
we	elect	somebody	who	is
willing	to	do	it.	I	have	to	say	I
agree	with	Andre.	If	this	role
doesn't	come	with	any	extra
money	or	ability	to	change
things,	then	why	do	we	have	it?
My	view	is	that	we'd	be	better
having	a	normal	'Leader'	model
like	everyone	else,	and
reinvesting	that	extra	cost	in	to
services.Tell	me	your	view	on
this!	Is	that	95%	poll	accurate,
do	you	agree	or	disagree?	It
would	be	great	to	hear	from
more	residents	on	this.

Read	more

Take	the	survey

https://www.facebook.com/groups/480853855751055
https://www.chad.co.uk/news/politics/council/mansfield-mayoral-candidate-vows-to-axe-role-if-elected-3994376?fbclid=IwAR23UbBPkuOiSyA05C0xo_V3zMd2q3Tx1CLQfRZebFq_DrptTtjv7ESq3JQ
https://www.benbradleyformansfield.com/form/mansfield-mayor-survey


Something	for	nothing	Britain?
An	interesting	debate	on	one	of	my	posts	this	week,	with	the	front
page	of	the	Mail	that	says	the	majority	of	households	now	receive
more	support	from	the	State	than	they	pay	in,	whilst	those	who	do
pay	in	face	rising	taxes.

Most	people	in	the	comments	agreeing	that	this	isn’t	sustainable,	but
there	are	two	parts	to	that,	for	me.	One	is	wages,	yes,	and	my	post
sparked	a	debate	on	this,	but	for	most	people	wages	aren't	set	by
Government,	they're	set	by	business	and	wider	economic	factors.
The	other,	which	is	entirely	within	the	gift	of	Government,	is	the
balance	between	the	level	of	tax	and	the	scale	of	Government
spending.

We've	just	spent	nearly	£500bn	on	Covid	support	and	Cost	of	Living
support	over	the	last	five	years,	more	money	than	ever	is	being
given	out	to	help	people	manage,	and	yet	public	dissatisfaction	-
reflected	in	the	polls	-	is	very	low.	Perhaps	goes	to	prove	the
Government	spending	more	doesn't	correlate	with	having	happy
citizens.	

Tax	levels	are	some	of	the	highest	ever,	and	record	high	levels	of
government	spending,	and	yet	we're	never	able	to	meet	the	ever-
increasing	level	of	demand	or	expectation.	Ever-increasing
expectation	can't	be	sustainable.	

Surely	then,	there	needs	to	be	a	conversation	about	what
Government	is	for,	what	the	state	should	be	funding,	and	what	needs
to	be	the	responsibility	of	individuals	or	communities,	in	order	to	get
to	a	place	where	we're	able	to	properly	fund	the	most	vital	services
in	a	way	that's	sustainable	for	the	future.	

That	inevitably	means	the	state	doing	less	(but	doing	it	better!),	and
us	getting	used	to	that	idea,	in	order	to	then	reduce	the	costs	and
reduce	the	burden	of	tax	etc	-	more	money	in	people's	pockets.
Unlike	wages,	that's	within	the	Government's	control,	though	it's	a
difficult	conversation.	

Watch	more	on	this…

https://fb.watch/ifuFOlh7jy/


Farage	interview	on	the	size	of	the
state
On	Monday	night	I	spoke	to	Nigel	Farage	on	GB	News	about
yesterday's	data	showing	that	now	the	majority	of	households
receive	more	from	the	State	than	they	pay	in.

To	me,	the	big	debate	here	that	we	should	be	having	is	about	the
cost	of	the	State.	Why	is	it	we	can	be	spending	more	and	more,	yet
outcomes	get	no	better	or	even	decline	and	public	perception	is
pretty	negative	-	particularly	since	we've	spent	an	unprecedented
£500bn	on	Covid	and	Cost	of	Living	Support.	That's	not	sustainable...

If	you're	a	young	adult	in	the	UK	today,	Government	has	been
subsidising	people's	wages	through	Furlough	and	now	paying	bills,
for	the	whole	of	your	adult	life.	That's	just	the	norm.	Absolutely	not
feasible	for	any	period	of	time.
So	what	is	Government	actually	for?	That's	the	question.	What
should	it	prioritise	and	fund,	and	deliver	well,	and	what	should	it	just
not	be	doing?	If	services	are	going	to	be	sustainable	then
Government	needs	to	cost	less,	and	needs	to	do	less	(but	do	it
better).

Reduce	the	cost,	reduce	the	tax	burden,	means	more	money	in
peoples	pockets	and	less	reliance	on	the	state.	Focus	Government's
attention	on	key	priorities	instead	of	trying	to	do	everything,	then
you'll	improve	core	public	services,	and	help	more	people	to	live
independently.

Watch	here!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7rRvnxke8Ok


Mansfield	Levelling-up	Fund	-	The
facts
We've	successfully	secured	£20m	of	funding	to	invest	in	our	town
centre.	The	bid	was	to	redevelop	the	old	Beales	site	in	to	a	mix	of
services,	business,	leisure	and	retail	use.

Some	people	in	FB	comments	are	wrongly	criticising	it	on	the	basis
that	it's	just	'a	new	office	for	MDC'.	That's	not	true.	It	would	be	easy
for	me	to	just	jump	on	that	bandwagon	and	criticise	them	ahead	of
local	elections,	but	actually	that	criticism	is	unfair	and	based	on	false
assumptions.

This	is	a	really	positive	project,	one	that's	been	agreed	by	a	whole
range	of	stakeholders	and	through	public	consultation,	and	without	it
frankly	that	building	will	sit	empty	until	it	falls	down.

Here's	a	video	with	the	full	context	and	information	about	who,	why
and	what	this	project	is	all	about.	I	hope	you'll	agree,	if	you	watch	it
all,	that	it's	worth	having	(or	at	the	very	least,	given	that	the	only
alternative	at	this	point	is	having	nothing	at	all,	that	we	should	crack
on	and	do	it).

Watch	here

https://fb.watch/ijMTO03o6r/


Mansfield	Woodhouse	Heritage	Link
Really	enjoyed	visiting	Mansfield	Woodhouse	Heritage	Link	last	week
to	hand	over	the	money,	and	also	to	hear	more	about	their
fascinating	projects,	which	include	recreating	bits	of	history	for	the
300th	birthday	of	Major	Hayman	Rooke	(the	Major	for	whom	the
Major	Oak	is	named)	and	also	local	fallen	soldiers	from	the	World
Wars.

I	always	find	these	stories	fascinating,	and	it	can	be	deeply	personal
and	emotional	for	a	lot	of	people,	when	they	see	things	like	the
photos	and	details	of	lost	relatives,	or	looking	back	at	images	of	the
town	from	their	childhood.	A	fab	group	of	volunteers	

Read	the	story	here

https://www.chad.co.uk/news/people/mansfield-woodhouse-heritage-link-gets-funding-boost-from-mansfield-mp-3999429?fbclid=IwAR0acSXfWW-KIVpOCa73KG3iCHt_bNBKN-pKr7t5D_swEtF1CIdTAl4SluI


£2.7m	funding	for	mental	health	care
facilities	in	Mansfield
All	of	this	Nottinghamshire	funding	for	mental	health	will	be	invested
in	Mansfield,	in	new	health-based	'place	of	safety'	suites	to	support
with	mental	health	crises.	Alongside	new	investment	in	specialist
mental	health	ambulances,	I	hope	it	will	go	some	way	to	improving
these	services	for	local	residents.

Good	stuff	that	funding	will	focus	specifically	on	Mansfield	too	

Watch	my	video	response
here

Discussing	Mansfield's	economy	with
local	leaders
Sitting	in	on	the	Mansfield	Place	Board	on	Tuesday,	which	is	where
local	stakeholders	from	our	college,	university,	schools,	health,
business,	our	Councils	and	community	leaders	discuss	plans	for	our
local	economy,	town	centre,	and	funding	bids,	among	other	things.
This	morning	we're	celebrating	the	brilliant	£20m	investment	from
our	successful	bid	in	to	the	Levelling	Up	Fund,	announced	last	week.

We	now	have	either	existing	work	or	committed	investment	of	well
over	£50m	in	the	town,	including	the	old	bus	station	which	is	now
restaurants,	the	old	Gala	site	is	now	a	hotel,	we	have	new	green
spaces	going	in	now	in	and	around	the	market	place,	Towns	Fund
money	to	do	things	like	improve	town	centre	parking	that	should	be
kicking	off	this	year,	and	now	of	course	our	£20m	Levelling	Up	Fund
announcement.

Contrary	to	some	of	the	commentary	I've	heard	about	that	Levelling
Up	Fund	bid,	with	some	people	saying	it's	just	funding	a	Council
office	for	MDC,	that's	not	really	the	case.	The	plan	-	brought	together
and	supported	by	the	stakeholders	from	this	whole	wider	Mansfield
Place	Board	-	is	to	bring	the	biggest	empty	town	centre	building	back
in	to	use,	which	of	course	is	the	Beales	building.

The	building	is	too	big,	frankly,	to	ever	be	a	viable	commercial
proposition	for	just	retail	alone,	and	is	only	likely	to	return	to	full	use
with	a	mix	of	public	services,	leisure	and	retail	together.	That's	what
the	£20m	aims	to	deliver.	Though	firm	plans	are	not	finalised,	the

https://fb.watch/igC4sixcqI/


building	is	likely	to	end	up	being	a	hub	for	all	sorts	of	public	services,
including	both	Councils,	education,	business	support,	DWP,	as	well	as
leisure	and	retail	space.	It's	a	huge	building,	as	many	people	will
know.

So	it's	not	just	a	Council	office,	it's	a	mixed-use	with	all	sorts	of
partners	coming	together	to	ensure	that	we	can	bring	that	building
back	in	to	a	viable,	positive	use,	and	help	us	to	attract	more	people
in	to	the	town	centre.	Obviously	investment	in	this	big	flagship
building	will	make	town	more	attractive,	open	up	Stockwell	Gate	(as
that	overhead	walkway	should	come	down	and	you've	got	new
investment	in	the	restaurants	etc	at	the	other	end)	and	overall	make
a	huge	difference.

As	well	as	reopening	this	huge	empty	building,	which	is	unlikely	to
happen	without	this	kind	of	intervention,	the	plan	will	also	mean	we
actually	end	up	with	fewer	Council	offices,	not	more.	MDC	and	NCC
are	likely	to	co-locate	services	here,	which	will	save	residents	money
in	running	costs	etc.	It	also	frees	up	other	sites	of	existing	Council
buildings	for	investment	or	redevelopment,	which	brings	further
economic	benefit	and	income	that	can	be	reinvested.

It's	all	good	stuff,	and	all	though	all	of	this	takes	time	to	turn	from
initial	positive	funding	announcements	in	to	tangible	bricks	and
mortar,	and	for	us	to	see	those	outcomes,	but	some	of	those	plans
are	now	complete,	some	visibly	underway,	and	more	to	come.

Nottinghamshire	County	Council
budget
Our	Budget	for	next	year	at	Nottinghamshire	County	Council	protects
all	60	of	our	libraries,	all	of	our	Children's	Centres,	and	all	of	our
Youth	Centres.	Those	assets	in	the	heart	of	our	communities	are
absolutely	at	the	front	and	centre	of	our	plans	for	local	services.

We've	made	£11m	of	savings	for	next	year	(and	mitigated	£24m	of
inflationary	costs	for	this	current	year),	through	doing	things	like
reducing	running	costs	with	new	LED	streetlights,	like	reducing	the
number	of	Council	offices	from	17	down	to	9,	and	by	improving	the
way	we	deliver	some	services	to	make	them	more	efficient.



We've	taken	savings	in	those	kinds	of	areas	in	order	to	protect	front
line	services	and	our	key	community	assets,	like	our	libraries	and	the
rest,	and	to	ensure	that	actually	we're	delivering	MORE	for	your
Council	tax,	not	less.	We'll	invest	in	those	top	priority	services	like
supporting	the	most	vulnerable	people,	so	residents	get	better
support	and	better	value	for	money.

Over	the	year	ahead	I	want	to	enhance	these	key,	community-based
services,	ensuring	that	every	community	has	access	to	more	support
and	advice	via	their	local	libraries	and	children's	centres.	We've	also
got	bids	in	to	Government	for	funding	for	new	Youth	Centres.	It's
these	kinds	of	services	that	can	help	us	to	help	you,	offering	early
support	to	help	keep	people	independent	and	tackle	challenges	early
on	before	they	get	serious	(and	expensive!)

Nottinghamshire	County	Council	are	protecting	and	improving	the
services	and	facilities	that	you	told	us	are	most	important,	in	order	to
offer	earlier,	more	local	help	for	the	people	and	places	that	most
need	it.

Watch	me	talk	about	this
here

https://fb.watch/ifuiTQv76d/


Unlocking	sports	facilities	for	the
public
I've	been	to	see	Sports	Minister	Stuart	Andrew	to	talk	to	him	about
unlocking	sports	facilities	that	are	too	often	just	locked	up	behind
school	gates	at	evenings	and	weekends,	rather	than	being	available
for	the	community.

I	raised	the	specific	case	of	Manor	Academy	and	the	Manor	Sports
Centre	(I'm	meeting	the	Academy	Trust	on	this	again	this	week	to
talk	about	North	Notts	Hockey	Club)	as	an	example	of	where	we
need	to	open	up	facilities	to	the	public.

I'm	pleased	that	access	to	facilities	will	form	part	of	the	new	Sports
Strategy	that's	under	development	now,	so	I'll	keep	pushing	this
forward.	When	40%	of	the	country's	sports	facilities	are	not	open	to
the	community,	it	seems	obvious	that	the	easiest	way	to	improve
access	is	to	get	these	open.	Much	quicker	and	cheaper	than	building
new	ones!

I	also	raised	the	specific	issue	of	#hockey	pitches,	where	it	seems
like	the	'multi-use'	strategy	around	pitch	investment	doesn't	quite
understand	the	requirements	of	hockey,	or	that	its	not	played	on
3g/4g	pitches.	Government	have	told	me	in	the	past	that	they're
funding	a	hockey	pitch,	when	in	fact	it's	a	3g	football	pitch	and	you
can't	play	hockey	on	it.
	
I	want	to	see	those	strategies	recognise	hockey	as	a	sport	that	needs
access	to	these	new	pitches	and	funding,	and	ensure	that	they	aren't
resurfacing	hockey	pitches	with	new	surfaces	that	England	Hockey
can't	use.

Read	more	here

https://www.benbradleymp.com/news/mansfield-mp-continues-campaign-reopen-school-sports-facilities-during-meeting-sports-minister


Also,	watch	my	speech	here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nUz0XbGS6_k


Access	refusals	on	guide	dogs
Pleased	to	be	supporting	Guide	Dogs	UK	'Let's	Open	Doors'
campaign.
	
You	can	read	their	report	into	the	impact	of	access	refusals	on	guide
dog	owners	in	2022	below

Read	more	here

My	thoughts	on	Rosie	Duffield's
article

https://gd-prod.azureedge.net/-/media/project/guidedogs/guidedogsdotorg/files/how-you-can-help/campaigning/guide-dogs-access-report-2022.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2YGHZPsM2GKAHjLOIxzAgcpWKWzyLF7cjWzRE55u0gRMOQw5h9iCnGl-Y


It's	brave	of	Rosie	Duffield	MP	to	speak	out	on	her	experiences	in	the
Labour	Party,	knowing	that	she'll	get	a	whole	load	of	targeted	abuse
and	attacks	from	her	own	colleagues	as	a	result...

This	issue	of	women's	rights	is	hugely	important,	and	it	was
horrifying	to	watch	numerous	male	Labour	MPs	call	female
colleagues	bigots	and	transphobes	in	the	recent	debate	on
Scotland's	transgender	policy,	simply	for	expressing	their	legitimate
concerns	about	the	rights	of	women	over	single	sex	spaces	and	the
risk	of	abuse.

For	Rosie	Duffield	to	say	that	her	experience	of	being	in	the	Labour
Party	reminds	her	of	her	previous	abusive	relationship	speaks
volumes	about	their	stance	on	all	of	this,	and	about	where	they	put
the	basic	rights	of	women	and	girls	in	their	list	of	priorities.

This	is	an	area	that	needs	sensible,	measured	debate.	It	needs	open
minds	and	fair	discussion.	It	also	needs	the	basic	facts	of	biology	to
be	acknowledged,	and	it	needs	the	fears	expressed	by	many	women
over	safety,	over	risks	of	abuse,	or	over	the	impact	of	trans-athletes
in	sport,	over	all	sorts	of	other	things,	to	be	acknowledged	and
discussed.
	
We	all	know	and	expect	that	we'll	get	abuse	from	Twitter	trolls	and
others	over	these	things,	but	for	Labour	MPs	to	be	calling	women
TERFS	and	Bigots	for	having	these	fears,	and	SNP	MPs	posing	with
signs	saying	'decapitate	TERFS'	as	we've	seen	this	week,	is
horrifying.

I'm	with	Rosie!	Have	a	read	of	her	powerful	story	on	her	experiences
of	this	trans/women's	rights	debate.

Have	a	read	for	yourself	here

Meeting	with	Mansfield	BID
Met	with	Jay	Rawlinson	on	Friday,	CEO	of	Mansfield	BID,	to	talk	all
things	town	centre.	It's	fair	to	say	that	since	Jay	arrived	around	a
year	ago,	the	work	of	the	BID	has	improved	and	expanded	no	end,
and	I'm	really	grateful	for	all	the	energy	he's	putting	in	to	driving
improvements.

We	spoke	about	some	of	the	current	projects	in	town,	including
Towns	Fund	work	on	improving	parking	that	is	coming	soon,	and	of
course	the	recent	£20m	Levelling	Up	Fund	announcement.	It	was

https://unherd.com/2023/01/the-labour-party-has-a-woman-problem/?fbclid=IwAR2nXrGRzQcmQkgrpEqSmDtOjTJdaM8lJsAypH520w-btABUIVYPq6gRnJk


good	to	hear	that	crime	is	down,	and	that	the	BID	are	planning	a
programme	of	events	and	themed	markets	etc	this	year.

We	also	spoke	about	the	longer	term	opportunities	for	the	town	and
the	work	of	the	Mansfield	Place	Board,	where	major	local
stakeholders	meet	to	work	on	the	vision	for	our	area	and	local
economy.

Out	and	about!	Supporting	Andre
Camilleri	for	Mansfield	Mayor!
Out	and	about	sharing	local	updates	and	supporting	County	Cllr
Andre	Camilleri	-	Mayoral	Candidate	for	Mansfield	2023	-	by	getting
his	plans	and	commitments	for	MDC	through	doors.	Andre	will	be
sharing	his	plans	across	the	District	in	the	coming	months	ahead	of
important	Mansfield	District	Council	elections	in	just	over	three
months	time.

Follow	Andre's	work	here!

Watch	me	talk	more	about
this!

And	finally,	this	week's	column!	⬇		
Click	below	to	read…

“2023	will	be	a	year	of	delivery	for	levelling-up	in
Mansfield”

https://www.facebook.com/Andre4Mayor
https://fb.watch/ijMExRy3Vk/
https://www.chad.co.uk/news/opinion/columnists/ben-bradley-column-our-town-is-finally-getting-the-level-of-funds-to-make-real-difference-4000723?fbclid=IwAR30H1J9xWdOaZ7i6kVuRBbJ2bpLxZuD-LSSWpFoyk8CxQjjvMN_w3HfnuA


That's	all	for	this	week!
	
Thanks	for	reading	and	I	hope	you	have	a	great	weekend!
	
Ben
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