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An	eventful	week!
Loads	(as	usual!)	to	talk	about	this	week,	from	opposition	day	debates
on	getting	people	into	work,	and	reforming	the	NHS;	to	my	ongoing
campaign	to	open	‘hidden’	sports	facilities;	and	also	my	views	on	the
PM's	Brexit	'Windsor	Framework	deal	in	Northern	Ireland.
	
There's	also	an	update	on	pothole	repairs,	where	I	share	the	amount
repaired	over	the	last	couple	of	months	and	an	update	on	the	work	being
done	to	improve	our	roads	long	term!
	
I	also	address	some	of	the	abusive	comments	I've	received	this	week	on
Twitter!
	
All	in	all,	February	was	a	busy	month	and	it	looks	like	March	is	going	to
be	even	busier!

Ways	to	keep	in	touch	
Click	to	follow	and	subscribe…
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If	you're	a	constituent,	join	the	private	Facebook
group	here!

The	Windsor	Protocol	

Whilst	it	doesn't	fix	all	of	the	issues	in	terms	of	sovereignty	and	EU
influence	in	NI,	so	it's	not	the	end	of	the	story	from	a	Brexit	POV,
from	a	practical	point	of	view	it	is	clearly	much	better	in	terms	of
making	trade	work	and	our	ability	to	move	goods	around	our	own
country...	

The	current	situation	is	pretty	awful	for	those	businesses	who	are
trading	across	the	Irish	sea,	and	this	will	make	their	lives	much
easier	and	boost	the	economy.

In	short,	it	doesn't	fix	everything,	but	it	does	appear	to	be	a	major
step	in	the	right	direction.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/480853855751055


This	week	I	spoke	about	reforming	our	health	services	in	the	House.	

The	NHS	has	record	levels	of	funding,	record	high	levels	of	staffing,
but	also	record	levels	of	demand.	The	rising	cost	and	complexity	of
demand	means	that	realistically,	at	some	stage,	were	going	to	have
to	talk	about	change.
	
We're	going	to	have	to	talk	about	a	realistic	expectation	of	the
services	that	should	be	basic	rights	of	British	Citizens	to	receive
through	our	NHS	and	free	at	the	point	of	use,	and	which	services	we
need	to	look	at	doing	differently.
	
You	can't	just	chuck	more	and	more	and	money	at	something	forever
without	considering	the	fundamentals	of	what	it	is	you're	trying	to
achieve.

I	also	suggested	some	simple,	common	sense	reforms	for	things	like
prescriptions	and	the	111	service,	and	put	in	a	word	for	integration
with	social	care	since	Labour	entirely	forgot	about	care	in	their
motion.	

Watch	my	contribution	here

Watch	a	video	of	my
thoughts	on	this	over	the	last

few	months

https://fb.watch/i-9cxkeSIh/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bcLyI4duRlc


In	Labour's	Opposition	Day	debate	on	getting	people	in	to	work,
Shadow	Minister	John	Ashworth	praised	my	recent	article	in	Red	Box
on	how	the	DWP	and	DfE	could	benefit	my	constituents	by	passing
powers	to	manage	and	create	'In	To	Work'	type	schemes	locally,
instead	of	in	Westminster.

By	building	bespoke	programmes	based	on	local	need	rather	than	to
fill	Whitehall	spreadsheets,	we	could	do	so	much	more	to	tackle
economic	inactivity	and	help	more	people	back	in	to	the	labour
market.

Our	East	Midlands	devolution	deal,	due	to	be	in	place	in	May	2024,
gives	us	the	chance	to	tackle	this	in	a	better,	locally	driven	way,
working	with	local	employers	and	training	providers.

Watch	my	comments	here

Read	the	article	here

Alleged	dodgy
dealings	by	Ashfield
Council

Read	more

Government	has	seen	fit	to	step
in	over	alleged	dodgy	dealings
in	Ashfield	Council's	planning
committee,	after	Lee	Anderson
highlighted	some	very	unusual
looking	decisions	in	favour	of
Councillors'	family	members.

I	hope	that	residents	are	seeing
that	-	after	multiple	arrests,
criminal	charges,	allegations	of
‘brown	envelopes’	and	more	-
Ashfield	really	cannot	afford	to
re-elect	these	same	Ashfield
Independent	Councillors	over
and	over.	Local	elections	in	May.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tqvmklc9fes&t=2s
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/fixing-economic-inactivity-needs-a-radical-pro-devolution-mindset-vqc6jk2tm?fbclid=IwAR1XbzbZ_SLhVBp1RAJCM98AAy-ERf1dYg-zrPGf-8MiTqTe2Fh2Q_-3mmE
https://www.nottinghampost.com/news/local-news/government-pauses-controversial-ashfield-planning-8195096?fbclid=IwAR12cPQBbmu1a3urLaCVok0FNwvrQeyrUh0LgdupsLG957BxozmgRnI1PiA


Watch:	My	campaign	to	get	‘hidden’
taxpayer	funded	sports	facilities	open	to
the	public!
Last	week	I	held	an	adjournment	debate	in	the	Commons	all	about
getting	our	'hidden'	taxpayer	funded	sports	facilities	re-opened	to
the	public.

5	years	ago	when	I	first	came	to	Parliament	I	was	shocked	to	learn
that	just	under	half	of	our	sports	facilities	across	the	country	were
unavailable	to	the	public	at	evenings	and	weekends,	many	of	these
facilities	locked	behind	school	gates.

I'm	determined	to	do	something	about	this,	to	find	ways	of	making
these	sports	facilities	available	to	local	communities	and	sports	clubs
when	they're	not	in	use.

I'm	pleased	to	say	the	government	are	listening	and	taking	action,
and	I'm	able	to	update	you	on	my	progress	below!

Watch	here!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I36IPB69eV8


Supporting	the	#LetGirlsPlay	Campaign
It	was	amazing	to	see	the	success	of	the	Lionesses	last	summer	and
watch	them	winning	the	Euros	in	spectacular	fashion.	The	whole
country	was	rightly	behind	our	girls	and	the	win	highlighted	how
many	young	girls	do	not	have	the	same	opportunity	to	play	football
as	boys.
	
That	is	why	I	am	very	happy	to	support	the	FA’s	#LetGirlsPlay
campaign	that	seeks	to	ensure	all	girls	have	equal	access	to	football
in	schools	and	clubs.	This	campaign	will	not	only	help	ensure	fairness
for	young	girls	across	the	country	but	will	also	develop	our	national
game	making	future	success	more	likely.
	
A	key	part	of	this	campaign	is	the	Biggest	Ever	Football	Session	on
the	8th	March	where	the	FA	wants	to	have	as	many	girls	as	possible
playing	football	in	school	on	the	same	day.	I	was	very	pleased	to
write	to	local	secondary	school	headteachers	across	Mansfield	and
Warsop	to	not	only	make	them	aware	of	this	session,	but	also	to
encourage	all	local	schools	to	take	part	in	this	amazing	initiative.
	
I	will	continue	to	work	with	the	FA	and	others	on	the	#LetGirlsPlay
campaign	to	ensure	all	girls	have	the	opportunity	to	take	part	in	our
national	game.

Read	more	here!

https://www.chad.co.uk/news/politics/mansfield-mp-highlights-letgirlsplay-campaign-with-headteachers-across-mansfield-4046934?fbclid=IwAR0OCRLibucWMdFtFiG5VW0JyNTCBNf1R6aVaLgMA14wDCr5S9mRd1q0Xfs


Misunderstanding	the	Equality	Act
This	speaks	to	all	of	the	worst	traits	and	misunderstandings	of	our
country's	Equality	agenda.	On	Monday	I	heard	about	a	university	who
had	made	plans	to	bar	all	white	people	from	a	course,	instead
seemingly	saying	that	only	non-white	people	can	be	disadvantaged!
This	is	obviously	a	total	misuse	of	the	law,	and	would	not	only	be
unethical,	but	also	likely	illegal!

I'm	pleased	to	see	it's	been	overturned	now,	and	sanity	restored,
with	support	based	on	socio-economic	circumstances	(ie	actual
disadvantage	based	on	your	life	circumstances,	not	on	your	skin
colour).	This	kind	of	misuse	and	misunderstanding	of	the	law	is	all
too	prevalent	though,	and	helps	no	one.

On	the	one	hand	Equality	campaigners	(and	a	lot	of	Labour
politicians)	insist	on	assessing	people's	need	based	on	physical
characteristics,	like	race	or	gender,	and	yet	if	a	woman	or	a	black
person	becomes	a	Conservative	Minister	(just	for	example)	it's	all	of
a	sudden	about	their	wealth	and	education	instead?

Truth	is,	it's	your	socio-economic	circumstances	that	define	your	life
chances.	It's	not	physical	characteristics.	Offering	extra	help	in	our
equality	law	to	lots	of	BAME/LGBT/Female	etc	who	all	did	PPE	at
Oxbridge	does	bugger	all	for	anyone.	That	doesn't	improve	diversity
or	representation!

Britain	is	one	of	the	most	diverse,	open	and	accepting	countries	in
the	world	of	anyone	from	any	background,	provided	people	play	by
the	rules.	The	Equality	Act	is	there	to	prevent	discrimination,	not	to
flip	it	around,	discriminate	in	the	opposite	direction	and	call	it
'positive'.	It's	a	defensive	shield	against	discrimination,	not	a	sword
to	attack	others.

Male	is	just	as	protected	under	the	Act	as	female.	'White'	just	as
much	as	'BAME'.	'Straight'	just	as	much	as	'LGBT'.	Mainly	though,	the
real	point	is	that	none	of	these	are	defining	characteristics	of
people's	life	chances!	

Why	can't	we	help	people	based	on	what	they	need,	not	what	they
look	like?

Read	the	article	here

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11794111/White-working-class-students-banned-Cambridge-university-course.html?ito=amp_twitter_share-top&fbclid=IwAR2OKrptf_e8y2MVOYJ9aD9ZxJIypZePdb3gOMJLNltlMhD-T5iVGEJ7D-s


Unlike	in	Scotland,	where	Nicola	Sturgeon	put	political	correctness
ahead	of	women's	safety,	in	England	the	Government	is	ensuring
that	trans	prisoners	convicted	of	sexual	offences	cannot	be	placed	in
women's	prisons	and	cannot	put	women	at	risk.

It	shouldn't	be	something	you	have	to	announce,	really,	but	given
that	half	the	world	somehow	doesn't	seem	to	understand	this
premise	I'm	pleased	Government	has	made	this	absolutely	clear!

There	will	be	no	Isla	Bryson/Adam	Graham	situations	in	English
prisons.

Pothole	repairs:	The	facts
We	obviously	have	a	lot	of	conversations	about	roads	and	highways
on	here,	and	all	of	the	teams	at	Via,	and	the	Council	and	myself
would	all	readily	accept	that	the	current	conditions	of	our	(and	the
country's)	roads	are	not	good.
	
However,	as	I've	consistently	sought	to	explain,	we	have	a	long	term
plan	to	try	and	improve	this,	we've	invested	more	money	in	it,	and	in
the	short	term	we're	actually	getting	through	huge	volumes	of
repairs	to	try	and	keep	up	with	recent	severe	weather	damage.	

The	RAC	described	the	period	in	late	December/early	Jan	as	the
worst	in	decades	for	causing	damage	to	roads,	and	I	wanted	to	share
these	figures	to	show	the	scale	of	the	increase	in	damage,	and	the
work	we're	doing	to	try	and	keep	up.	Councils	everywhere	have	a



legal	duty	to	repair	certain	types	of	damage	very	quickly,	and
obviously	we	have	huge	volumes	of	work.	Many	people	have
commented	with	this	idea	that	our	teams	of	road	workers	are	doing
nothing,	or	that	they	can't	see	anything	happening.	These	figures
show	that	this	isn't	the	case	at	all.

You	can	see	here	very	clearly	that	the	level	of	damage	(and
therefore	of	repairs	needed)	almost	DOUBLED	during	that	period	of
the	worst	weather,	which	brings	to	life	what	I've	been	saying	about
how	that	weather	damage	has	both	impacted	on	the	quality	of	our
roads,	and	also	meant	a	huge	amount	of	additional	work	and
resource	has	had	to	go	in	to	try	and	keep	things	safe.	As	you	can	see
it's	also	meant	a	reduction	in	the	amount	of	preventative	work,	with
teams	diverted	to	try	and	ensure	that	we	meet	our	basic	legal
requirements	around	safety.

All	of	this	is	in	line	with	what	I've	been	describing	in	recent	months,
and	I	thought	some	residents	might	be	surprised	by	the	volume.	Far
from	'nothing'	being	done,	our	teams	have	repaired	over	1100
potholes	during	January	in	Mansfield	alone.	There	are	six	other
Districts	and	Boroughs,	and	Mansfield	is	one	of	the	smallest,	so	the
total	figure	that	these	teams	will	have	worked	through	will	be	well
over	7000	repairs	in	31	days.

I	hope	that	adds	some	context	in	terms	of	the	scale	of	the	work,	the
reason	for	the	current	poor	road	conditions,	and	also	why	our	long
term	plan	for	improvements	is	important.

Click	here	for	more	info

Stop	and	talk	to	our	Highways
Inspectors!
We're	inviting	local	journalists	to	come	and	meet	the	Highways
Inspectors,	understand	the	work	they're	doing,	their	legal	obligations
and	how	they	prioritise,	and	hear	from	the	teams	themselves	(rather
than	politicians)	about	the	plans	to	improve	the	quality	of	our	roads.	

Staff	have	reported	the	significant	amount	of	abuse	they're	received
from	passers	by	whilst	they	are	out	trying	to	make	repairs	and	keep
you	safe,	and	ask	that	residents	come	to	chat	to	them	about	the
work	rather	than	hurl	insults	from	a	distance.	I	think	that's	pretty
reasonable!	

Have	a	look	at	the	link	below	which	contains	videos	and	discussions
with	the	staff,	about	how	they	go	about	their	work.

Read	the	article	here

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/.../highways-review-panel
https://nottstv.com/notts-road-inspectors-urge-public-to-stop-and-talk-amid-surge-of-abuse-linked-to-potholes/?fbclid=IwAR1CMDaLX6HrDkDSVWIgy6bYn27mbRnaW2Ef8E8g0vBjf8wQwB47JBu8M_U


Parliament	FC	v.	Army	Crusaders
This	week	the	cross-party	UK	Parliament	FC	team	took	on	the	Army
Crusaders!

The	Parliament	football	team	often	takes	on	charities,	and	raises
money	and	awareness	for	good	causes.	Always	good	fun	(and	goes
to	show	that,	politics	aside,	MPs	typically	do	get	on	behind	the
scenes).

Lost	4-1	sadly	against	a	fit	and	organised	team	-	who	knew	that
military	veterans	would	be	fitter	than	politicians!?

Mansfield	Conservatives	are	out	and
about	every	Saturday	and	through	the
week!
A	top	team	of	Conservatives	out	getting	in	touch	with	residents	all
over	Mansfield!



Kellogg's	Breakfast	Club	Awards
This	year’s	Kellogg's	UK	&	Ireland	Breakfast	Club	Awards	are	open.
Why	not	enter	and	be	in	with	the	chance	of	winning	£1,000	for	your
school’s	breakfast	club.	Enter	using	the	link	below!	

Sign	up	here

'Progress…'	a	fiery	start	to	the	week!
So	last	week	I	posted	this	on	Twitter,	with	the	caption	‘progress’.	The
abusive	response	to	it	has	been,	well...	a	tad	excessive	

Let's	be	clear.	People	have	a	right	to	a	view,	and	a	right	to	tell	me
that	they	don't	like	my	view…	Thankfully,	it's	a	free	country.

My	view	is	that	there	are	two	genders,	male	and	female,	and	you're
either	one	or	the	other.	You	can't	decide	you're	swapping	to	the
other,	and	you	can't	be	on	some	spectrum	in	between.	There	are
two.	I	beleve	these	are	biological	facts.	You	can	call	yourself	what
you	like,	but	that	does	not	mean	that	the	whole	country	has	to
believe	that	you	have	actually	changed	your	biology.	

That's	not	hateful.	It's	not	homophobic.	It's	not	bullying.	It's	the
mainstream	view	of	the	majority	of	the	country,	in	my	experience,
based	on	the	last	several	thousand	years	of	understanding	of	how
biological	sex	works.	People	are	entitled	to	disagree,	but	I	am
entitled	to	my	view,	as	others	are.	

I'm	also	all	for	every	grown	adult	living	their	life	the	way	they
choose.	It's	not	for	me	to	say	what	people	should	wear	or	how	they
should	conduct	themselves.	It's	a	matter	for	them.	Do	what	you
want.	If	Sam	Smith	wants	to	call	himself	‘them’	then	he's	welcome	to

https://r1.dotdigital-pages.com/p/7BN4-2T1/kelloggs-breakfast-club-awards-2023?pfredir=1&fbclid=IwAR0Uvn_G7gKbJSQsLHrvvhkiTckonznZk_ATHE81PE17Cdwv2_Cl1TNVif0


it.	He	cannot,	though,	expect	everybody	else	to	go	along	with	it
without	question,	and	just	do	as	he	asks	when	it	conflicts	with	most
people's	view	of	basic	biology.	

In	the	case	of	Sam	Smith	in	particular,	it's	not	just	one	person	quietly
going	about	his	business.	It's	global	reach	and	influence.	His	recent
music	videos	and	his	statements	on	this	have	made	the	news	all	over
the	globe.	It's	now	a	very	public	conversation.	If	you	want	to	go	on	tv
and	talk	about	'fisherthem'	then	there's	no	going	back	from	that
being	a	point	of	public	debate	and	discussion.	You	can't	put	your
controversial	view	out	there,	but	then	declare	that	nobody	else	can
respond	in	disagreement.	When	I	speak	about	this,	I	expect	a
reaction,	and	it	works	the	same	the	other	way	around.	

I	shared	a	meme	that	mocked	pronouns.	Guilty.	It	was	light	hearted,
tongue	in	cheek.	I	think	that	satire	holds	a	mirror	up	to	society	and
highlights	some	of	the	more	ridiculous	things	people	say	and	get	up
to	(including	politicians).	There's	nothing	innately	offensive	about	it.
If	you	FEEL	offended,	that's	a	matter	for	you.	You	don't	have	a	right
to	go	through	life	never	being	offended,	or	to	tell	others	that	they
can't	have	a	view.

As	an	elected	politician	sent	to	Westminster	to	affect	policy	and	to
debate	national	issues	such	as	the	state	and	direction	of	our	society,
and	our	policies	on	gender	and	equality,	it	is	MY	JOB	to	have	a	view
on	this	and	to	communicate	my	opinion.	That's	the	whole	point	of
sending	people	to	Parliament.

I	happen	to	believe	that	the	saddest	thing	about	this	is	that	'there
are	two	genders'	gets	you	abuse	whilst	'fisherthem'	is	accepted	and
even	applauded.	Most	people	disagree,	but	don't	feel	that	they	can
say	so.	The	world	has	gone	totally	mad.

Most	of	the	comments	on	Twitter	have	sent	abuse.	Meanwhile,	most
people	I've	actually	spoken	to	have	laughed.	So	there's	your	answer.

And	finally,	this	week's	column!	⬇		
Click	below	to	read…

‘Half	our	taxpayer	funded	sports	facilities	are	closed	to	the
public	at	evenings	and	weekends'

That's	all	for	this	week!
	
Thanks	for	reading	and	I	hope	you	have	a	great	weekend!
	
Ben

https://www.chad.co.uk/news/opinion/columnists/ben-bradley-column-im-keen-to-see-that-this-issue-of-our-hidden-sports-facilities-is-resolved-4046521
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